SiC ISir LoulsvVitLE USERS GROUP 


MAY ‘88 


The Sinclair Louisville User Group meeting came to 
some sort of order on Wednesday, April 13, 1988 around 
7:30pm. Several people, including myself and Bob 
Crecco were unable to attend. We were expecting some 
QL users to show, but perhaps next meeting will be more 
productive. There is not much more news to report. 

The usergroup did test a new program from Rod Humphreys 
and I'm told it was quite successful. A more 
analytical review will probably appear in a future 
issue. The extra confusion at the meeting (who brings 
what) probably stretched the meeting to 10pm. 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jim 
Dodrill for his continued help with the newsletter 
production. If anyone has an article to submit, 
especially someone from our group, be sure to give me a 
call or drop it in the mail. It seems that interest 
has dropped to a low for the year, and I expect us to 


discuss some ways of raising it at the next meeting. I 


hate to end the front page here. Anyone for a cartoon? 
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esesmaybe covering an adjacent outlet? 
eee-Or hanging it off the side of the power strip? 
If you don’t mind these problems, then you don’t need the 


“LTINEPACKE 


But if you want a better solution 
for this nagging problem, then here 

it is! A power strip with roam to 
plug in all those oversize power packs. 


The LINEPACKER allows up to five 
power packs to be plugged in without 
loss of outlets or pack "Hhanjover",. 
Even the very large Sinclair 2068 

computer and 2O40 printer packs 
can be used with no wasted outlets. 


LINEPACKER’s features include: 


*% 6 grounded outlets — 5 spaced 
3-1/2" from center to center. 

*# 15 ampere circuit breaker. 

% MOV protected outlets 
(Metal Oxide Varistor) 

*# 8 foot heavy duty 12 gauge 
stranded copper power cord 

% reversible mounting flange 

% low profile 1-3/4"H x 
2-172"W. x A9=1/2 "Lb 

% heavy gauge steel construction 


LINEPACKER’s best feature 
is the price! 


i212 S-85 


Quantities are limited so order saon. 
Units are surplus equipment, some have 
scuffs or scratches but still in good 
working condition. Color is black only. 


* 
tft 
i] 
» 
ry 
* 
m 
me 
u 
* 
* 
ry 
Li 
ye 
r 
* 
ry 


BOB CREDS! 2 

1627 DEWEY STREET * 
NEN ALSANY, INDIANA = 
47150 + 
= 

2 


- 


eye eh e ER 


seep nen eee eee BRB HEE SE 


a 


2 Ml 2 Hl “i wy 


dee 1G) tae rat ’ 


ee ee 


Ua Oa a OO OO OO . TOC al Ch. CL 


TOONS | CCU Be I 

ry ty i o in AYEH Ps SH | tly UN Ee ed CA ey, 
RPA ED RE EROS ed ed ed yd ed ee AQ CS Ld) 
eed ed Seder el ed edd rh al | AT ry Ky Cy ey ey 


a ee ee 
ub tn, Rod seed 
ih se 


ie ey Ye oo 
oe es rej Bay 
WW "I 


x: 
Bit 


i) 
r 
Fo 
2 
ya 4 
i. ool 
re) 1 
ov a at 
oud lyin 
© AW “Ls lu 
~ PF ia }- i= ly cy 
ee, CO 
“A ty 
wt 
.) 
rro 
- ci Gi w: =n 
‘g bees at: 
ice oO = 
Thb pet .. Va ph rest " -~ te 
Wasa, ant a a 7 ~ of Ree fe uninkee be ried 
wy vy et bb obo! i a La OUI CISC. LU. eS We ce: 
£ 
Ww 
af 


Cy pst oth gs Pn ae a Le Th tT fa, be] tS se ah ey BET go Ti 
Co wy Mh Th tu til il bet} ul Chl wo) i) til ent ve] aM 0 
aft |e : ul Wr a ey y ae a in| i ‘ <a si 

Th oe 

+5 re ie) vi ' TH Ch i i 
of 2 TH a) 
rn fi wy sot Uy rs 


THUG 40 ge 


[Pe 
1th Nye ais ih fab, red 
The bed UU) fag red 


ni fs rq 


1 og., .2e! 
f Mey f 


ace 


Cte nr Oa 
wet 


tet Cl Cftpe 
Site ES 


pee Wh gt pet 
vey Md rel f yl rey si 


ah) ei) by 
a) 


Sipe Bee} os tl 


8 

fi vi. 

pe wor a] a at at 
it q) oi ie) ma fe PH ‘bet tI 7) 


tl a 


serties i aa 


wet rd ky 


ad y ty 4. 4, 


Th et fs ty ch wy eo 
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Editor's Note: Due to minor oversights, and perhaps that 
wine cooler I was drinking, several sentences in the 
previous ADAM Scene did not make much sense. I hope you 
were able to understand most of the review, and I will drink 
something with less alcohol when writing future articles! 


The ADAM Scene, May 1988 
by Shawn Merrick (who's drinking a cola) 


There have been some interesting changes occuring in 
the ADAM community lately. Experienced ADAM users have been 
moving into frontiers that were only dreamed of, or 
available to other computer systems. We still have novice 
users (yes, it's true), and probably the biggest discovery 
they are finding is telecommunications. It is really a 
great time to start since several places sell the modem for 
$29.95 now. 


I just received a catalog from M.W. Ruth Co., which 
frequently advertises in FAMILY COMPUTING magazine. The 
items that caught my attention are: 


IN HOUSE SERVICE 320k double-sided drive ($300), includes 
formatting and conversion utilities. 


ADAMLINK III ($20), support XMODEM transfers on regular EOS 
disks (don't need CP/M!). 


OpenFILER from ACOLYTE SOFTWARE ($20), converts SmartFILER 
databases into sequential files that can be read by the word 
processor or BASIC. Claims that dBASE, Video Display 
Editor, and Wordstar can use the output file too! 


While many hardware prices have been falling into very 
affordable ranges here, the catalog update showed a few 
jumps too. For example, the ADAMLINK modem is up $10 to 
$39.95 The 64k expander is $49.95 Of course, I paid $100 
for my 64k and $100 for the modem too (several years ago), 
but ORPHANWARE has offered a 64k for as low as $20. Perhaps 
the Japanese chip restrictions are taking their toll, but I 
hope these jumps are isolated cases. 


ADAMCastle Bulletin Board SUMMER RELEASE v2.3 


My latest refinements in the ADAMCastle Bulletin Board 
have been quite fun and useful. I've got private messages 
working (although I prefer public). Also, a mail command 
will display all messages written to the caller, public and 
private. This will help ME quite a bit when checking up on 
my systems in other states and countries! The SmartKey 
window displays the callers name, user number, and access 
levels, so SYSOPs know who is online. 


The changes I'm still busy with include seperate 
message bases, and ASCII file transfers. I set my deadline 


for the end of June, so it will be interesting to see if I 
can keep it on schedule, or maybe even beat it! 


Special thanks to Rod Humphreys in CANADA who responded 
to my ADAM survey. I hope the hardware prices become more 
affordable over there so you can explore ADAM fully! 


MISCELLANEOUS TIPS AND TRICKS 


ADAMCalc- the only major bug in this program is with the 
file attributes (backup, deleted, etc.) Since the wrong 
attibute is assigned to ADAMCalc files, it is best to keep 
them on a seperate disk or tape from other software files. 
DON'T SAVE A FILE TWICE with the same name, unless you 
delete the original first. The auto-backup corrupts the 
directory if you do that. 


SmartFILER- since you can only choose 4 fields to make 
searchable, you must put a lot of time into the design for 
the contents of your database. Try to put several short 
fields on one line (if you plan to search them). For 
example, an address database could include a line with city 
AND state together. This way, you only use 1 searchable 
field (instead of 2). That leaves 3 more! Remember that 
searchable fields are limited to 24 characters each, and you 
can search for partial matches, AND, and OR situations. 
Somebody needs a logics course, because there is no NEGATIVE 
SEARCH (NOT). I have found that to bea disadvantage at 
times. 


For ADAM correspondence: 


Shawn Merrick 
6413 Briscoe Lane 
Louisville, KY 40228 


| Newsletter of the 
Long Island Sinclair\ Tiger 
E Users Group 
Ne wsbetter Incorporating MTSE 


NOTE; The information in this article is believed to be correct, 
but the LIST group and author take no responsibility for any 
damage incurred by the experimenter using this informaticn. 
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Like many other TIMEX enthusiasts I recently purchased a 
surplus 2050 modem board. While the modem worked Fine, I did not 
like the extra tangle of cables it created on my desk. It was only 
a short time before I figured out how to run the modem without an 
extra wall transformer by obtaining a 3 volt supply from my e068. 
IF you are using a modem and don’t have a socket for the extra 
power supply, or you just don’t like the extra cable, this article 
shows how to run the 2050 modem with any TIMEX computer without 
using an extra power supply. 

Before I describe any changes to the modem board, a short 
description cf the original power supply would be helpful. There 
are 1c intsgrated circuits on the modem board, 11 of which are 
powered by the computer’s S volt supply obtained from the 
computers rear edge connector. The remaining chip, a LM-1458 cp- 
amp is the only one that uses S volts. The other two components 
that are connected to the § volt supply are the relay used to dial 
the number you are calling, and the carrier detect LED (Light 
Emitting Dicde).These three components draw a negligible amount of 
power, in fact, the relay only draws power in short "bursts” when 
the modem is dialing. This low 3 volt consumption makes it easy to 
Find an alternate power supply for the modem. 

The easiest way to obtain the $3 volts is froma battery. The 
"transistor radio” type is fine, and will power your modem for 
many hours of "connect time”. But, batteries do go dead, and. 
usually at the most inconvenient times. IF you decide to use a 
battery, keep a spare handy to replace the criginal when it loses 
power. All you need to connect a battery to the modem is a” S volt 
battery snap”, available from Radio Shack, a small soldering iron, 
and a bit of rosin core solder. See FIGURE ONE for details’ on 
where to solder the connector. If you don’t want to solder 
anything to your modem board, the battery snap can be soldered to 
a 1/8” mini phone plug, also available from Radio Shack. Connect 
the red wire of the battery snap to the tip terminal of the plug, 
and the black wire to the body, or side terminal. The battery 
adaptor can then be plugged into the power socket on the back of 
the modem. You can reduce your modem’s S volt consumption by 
running the carrier detect LED off the S volt supply. This 
involves cutting one lead of the LED, adding a jumper wire, and 
adding a SOO ohm i/4 watt resistor to the modem board. See FIGURE 
TWO for details. If you do run the modem off a battery, just 
remember to disconnect it when not in use. If left connected, the 
battery will go dead over night. 

If you use a 2X/81, TS-1000, TS-1500 or SINCLAIR Spectrum you 
can obtain 93 volts for the modem from the edge connector of the 
computer. Only two jumper wires are needed to make this 
modification. See FIGURE THREE for details on where to connect the 
jumpers on the modem and the adaptor board the plugs onto the 
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computers edge connector. If you make this modification, remove or 
"plug” the power connector on the back of the modem board so 
another power supply can’t be plugged in. 

TS-2068 owners do not have things so easy, there is no 
connection to the edge connector pin that supplies 93 volts on the 
other TIMEX models. There isn’t even a suitable supply to tap 
inside the computer. All is not lost though, the narrow 2X/81 
sized edge connector can be cut off the adaptor board, the 
remaining pins removed with a hot soldering iron, and aie larger 
2068 sized connector soldered on. (CAvailable from Zebra Systems, 
address at the end of the article.) The 15 volt supply that powers 
the computer can then be tapped off one of the pins that was not 
on the small connector. The Zebra Systems connector has all the 
pins numbered an labeled, but if you area using another connector, 
see FIGURE FOUR for pin locations and names. Once the 15 volts 
is available on the new connector, a voltage regulator will have 
to be used to supply the necessary voltage for the modems 
operation. A 76039 voltage regulator (3 volts) can supply all of 
the power needed for the modem, unfortunately, it is nearly 
impossible to Find. Two alternatives are left, use another voltage 
regulator, or run the modem off a different voltage. It just so 
happens that most 3 volt wall transformers, at low current draw, 
produce about 13 volts. Since the modem uses very little power, it 
actually runs off the 12-13 valts supplied by the "3 volt” 
adaptor. Measure the voltage yourself and see. Radio Shack does 
sell a 7612 voltage regulator (12 volts) that can be used to power 
the modem. Details of its connection are in FIGURE FIVE. If you 
have a 5S volt regulator handy (7805) it can he tricked into 
producing 9 volts by the addition of two resistors to the circuit. 
See FIGURE SIX for details. Either regulator will work Fine, use 
the one of your choice. Mount the regulator on a small heat’ sink 
and attach it to an empty spot on the modem board with epoxy or 
double sided foam tape, making sure the heat sink and regulator 
pins are not touching any components on the board. Once again, 
remove or plug the modem’s power socket. 

If you have any electronics construction experience, you will 


Find these modifications easy. I will, however, offer a few words 
of advice to the novice "hardware hacker”. Use a small CeS watt or 
less) soldering iron and rosin core solder. ODO NOT use acid core 


solder or brush on Flux. The jumper wires do not have to be thick, 
“telephone” wire will work fine. And please check all _ the 
modifications twice before plugging anything in. 
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MAKING CONTACT WITH SLLIG 


PRESIDENT 
Jim Pitts 
14934 Goddard Ave, 
Louisville, KY, 
40204 
(582)459-5804 


SECRETARY 
Bob Crecco 
1627 Dewey St, 
New Albany, IN. 
47158 
(812)948-1414 


EDITOR 
Shawn Merrick 
6413 Brisco Ln, 
Louisville, KY, 
40228 
(502)968-5439 


LIBRARIAN 
ED Radtke 
1682 Woodluck Ave, 
,Loulisvitle, KY. 
940205 
(502)458-7324 


PUBLIC REALTIONS 
Ray Manley 
1656 Summit Ave, 
New Albany, IN. 
47150 


N7L EXCHANGE 
S.L.U.G, 


4122 Wallingford Ln, 


Louisville, KY. 
40218 2364 


“What a day! The computers broke down 
an’ we had to WRITE!” 


DON'T BE A BONEHEAD 
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Sinclair Northamerica Users Group 
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During one of the organizational meetings of the recent 
Sunstate Timex/Sinclair Winterfest ’88, the idea of a National 
organization for the advancement of Sinclair computing came up. 
It was decided that since we had developed a "core group" that 
was dedicated to promoting Sinclair computing, We would attempt 
to lay the groundwork for such an organization. It was also 
mentioned that the greater the amount of time From the departure 
of Timex From the computer industry, the less of an active 
market would result. Since we would have users from across the 
nation at the fest, it would be an ideal time to make our plans 
known, So, the Sinclair Northamerica Users Group, or SNUG Ca 
name submitted to us by John Cushran, and later modified by Bill 
Jones) was starting to come closer to reality. 


WHAT IT IS 


The intent of SNUG is to provide a forum for exchange of 
ideas. It would be a source of information, such as a listing of 
active members, active Users Groups, Sinclair specific Bulletin 
Boards, an active library of Public Domain software, and a 
listing of available shareware and freeware. Later on we hope to 
propose an industry wide standard of hardware and software 
compatability.So as to not to have to reinvent the wheel, and to 
do this in the shortest amount of time, we going to try and use 
an already established National group, such as CORSA C€ Corvair 
Quners Assn.) as a model to base our group on. SNUG would act as 
an umbrella Organization, with Regions being develope@ to tie in 
with established groups in those areas. : 


WHAT IT ISN’T 


It is the intent of the organizers NOT to infringe or 
supercede any already established User Group or Vendor.It is 
intended to show some strength to the industry that Sinclair is 
not dead, and the mere Fact that we can get this Organization 
together will prove that we can stick together and grow an 
prosper. We look at this as an enhancement to oct vit iepigie . 

have been planned on. Hopefully a Northamericdn. Calendar’ 
events could be established to help co-ordinate any Euki@@enriens 
and events. It is not designed to take anything away from 
anyone. 


WHAT TO DO 


We need the support of EVERY SINGLE SINCLAIR USER ! Whether 
you reside in Canada, the U.S., or Mexico, or For that matter 
anywhere, we need to know how you Feel and what you want in this 
Organization. This is your opportunity to be heard ... your 
comments, critisms, complaints, or praises. What we have here is 


nothing more than an idea. Nothing at this time is set in 
concrete. We are more than open to suggestions. To make it work, 
these ideas of yours have to be forwarded immediately. We are 
putting on a time limit until June 30,1966. If there is no 
support, then we will not proceed Further. If there is imput, we 
will update on a monthly basis to whoever will put the 
information in print. So, lets hear from you soon!! 


TEMPORARY CONTACT FOR INFORMATION 


MEL NATHANSON 


7515 ARBORDALE DRIVE 
PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA 34668 
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